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the Covenanter will continue online.
With all local clubs and associations
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short on reports but will tell you of
anything we can about the community
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Church Services – Sundays 10.00am
Junior Church and Ycam 10.00am
Minister: Rev Colin A Strong 2 Jasmine RD Kilmarnock KA1 2HD
01563 549490 colinastrong@btinternet.com
Session Clerk and Roll Keeper: Mr Kevin Wadsworth, 51 Main Rd
Dunlop 01560 485439 sessionclerks@fenwickparishchurch.org.uk
Church Treasurer: Mrs Tracy Geddes, 1 Skernieland Rd Fenwick
01560 600374
Gift Aid/Freewill Offerings; Mr A Crosbie 4 CampbellStreet Darvel
KA3 0DA 01560322229 fawltytowerdarvel@yahoo.co.ukeptember
Organist: Alistair Peter, 37 South Hamilton St Kilmarnock KA1 2DT
alipeter@hotmail.co.uk

The Covenanter:
Production/Distribution: Jean Bowes, 2Rysland Drive Fenwick KA3
01560 600259 jean.bowes@btinternet.com
Convener/ Advertising: Bill McNab Avrilea, Kingsford Stewarton
KA3 5JS 01560 482468 william.mcnab@talktalk.net
The Covenanter can now be found on the internet as part of the Church
websiteat http://fenwickparishchurch.org.uk/catgory/the-covenanter /
All copy for the magazine should be receivedat least two weeks before the
first Sunday of the publication month
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Dear Friends,
I hope you are keeping safe at this time. I would not want in any way to understate
the seriousness of the situation, the difficulties that it presents to so many people,
or the devastating losses that several people have suffered whether through
bereavement, the financial consequences of lockdown or other factors. It is
certainly not a situation which I would have wanted.
However I am excited at what God is doing in these days. In recent years I have
referred a number of times to Hebrews chapter 12 which indicates a shaking of
everything that can be shaken so that only the unshakable will remain. As a nation
and as a church we have not taken God’s word seriously. His ways have been
marginalised, rejected and even mocked. We have thought that we have advanced
and outgrown our need for him. We have become self-sufficient rather than
recognising God as the giver of all good gifts.
I have also preached extensively on the exile. This was one of the worst periods in
Israel’s history when the city of Jerusalem and the temple, which was the central
focus of their spiritual and national identity, were left in ruins and many people
taken off into captivity in a strange land.
This was a disaster. The people were devastated. They felt abandoned by God. The
future looked bleak. There seemed to be no hope. However God had not abandoned
them. He raised up great prophets like Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel to confront his
people with their own negligence of spiritual matters, to call them back to himself,
and to declare that God did have plans to give them a future and a hope. God met
with them in their need, through the turmoil, through the heartache, through the
uncertainty. That was what it took for them to discover their need for a relationship
with the living God and to know his loving care and direction in their lives.
I have compared the political uncertainty and the divisions in our land with the
exile. I readily admitted that what we were experiencing was trivial in comparison
with what the people of Israel and Judah went through but that the principal was
still the same. God was calling us back to repentance. Coronavirus and its knock
on effects are far less trivial!
Throughout history many of the most powerful moves of the Holy Spirit have been
in times of trouble and distress where people have been confronted with their need
for God. There has never been so powerful a move of God in my life time as we
are experiencing now. There has not been such an intensity of prayer since the
Second World War. Lives are being touched as people discover the reality of God
for themselves. Robin Mark’s song Come Heal this Land seems even more relevant
now than when he wrote it in 2001.
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Does a cry ring out from a broken nation
From a people who have been brought low?
Was pride in our hearts, did we grieve Your Spirit?
Have we blocked the ancient wells that flowed?
Here is our covenant prayer
Who call upon Your name
We humble ourselves before You
We humble ourselves
Come heal this land, come heal this land
Come heal this land, come heal this land
Do the tears of One who gave all things for us
Do they fall from Heaven still because of us
For we have tasted grace and we have known Your mercy
But we have not shown this grace to men
Here is our covenant prayer
Who call upon Your name
We humble ourselves before You
We humble ourselves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQjy7sVL2zk&fbclid=IwAR0TWnYBDiRog
SQfFWzZv7NwRo4x-P99X46vX3Iw9ssw_uBO0Xfu_3ZcTiI
We do live in challenging times. The way ahead will not be simple or
straightforward. However we can take courage in the Easter message that Jesus
Christ was victorious over sin and death. In him alone we have our security. May
we each know his presence and his power in our lives.
God Bless!
Colin A. Strong
I have been keeping in touch with members by email and text. If you have not been
included and would like to be, please give me your details. I can be contacted at
ColinAStrong@btinternet.com

01563 549490 or 07933991828
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ALLAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD
Family Business Est. 1969

All Domestic, Industrial & Commercial Work








Vehicle Charging Point Installation
Energy Efficient Lighting Advice
Inspections & Safety Checks/Reports
Landlord Certification & PAT Testing
Full/Partial Rewires
New Fusebox Installation
Smoke/Heat/Carbon Monoxide Detectors

FREE ESTIMATES
TEL: 01560 600343

Or Stephen: 07762 765609

Email: office@allan-electrical.co.uk
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Fenwick Community Council
Fenwick Community Council are delighted to report that planning
permission for a Cyclists’ Rest on the northbound A77 slip road has been
approved by East Ayrshire Council. Our thanks to CC Chair, Nick Lobnitz
for drawing up and submitting the plans and to the Community Group for
their generous financial support for the project.
Full details of the application can be found on the EAC planning website
Application Reference 19/0507/PP.
We won't be able to begin work under the current Government restrictions,
but will get on with it as soon as we can.
Community Council meetings are suspended until further notice, but please
remember we are still here to support you in any way we can.

Fenwick Community Action Plan Launch
You may remember that, this time last year, a small but perfectly formed
committee of your fellow Fenwick residents were distributing a survey to
every household, asking for your views about the future vision for our
village and what would make it an even better place in which to live. The
survey responses were collated by the committee and provided the basis
for a voting event in June where every resident had the opportunity to have
their say on the priorities for the village. Those priorities have now been
captured in the Fenwick Community Action Plan which is designed to give
villagers a voice with key stakeholders in local government and business –
and is an initiative which has its roots in the Community Empowerment
Act 2015.
The plan was due to be formally launched a few weeks ago but has been
delayed due to the Covid-19 situation.
As the situation continues, we have decided to publish the plan digitally,
via the Friends of Fenwick Facebook page later this month so you can see
the priorities that we have set as a community and maybe start some debate
about how we can make things happen. For anyone who is not on
Facebook, you can email FenwickActionPlan@gmail.com and we will
send you a soft copy. Unfortunately, it is not possible to distribute hard
copies. Thanks again from the committee to everyone who participated in
the survey and voting event.
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Fenwick Cares …. always has and always will!
We are so lucky to live in a community that really cares about its
neighbours, and in response to these very challenging times our
community has come together and we now have more than 70 Fenwick
Cares Community Volunteers.
We are here to help those in our community that need practical help, things
like shopping or picking up your prescription from the pharmacy – and, we
are also here to offer you a friendly ear to listen and a big virtual hug of
reassurance and kindness.
You should have received your care card that details the information to
contact your area buddy. If you have lost this – just call or email me – I’m
John Giddings and I live at 2 Kirkton Place, 07957 428176 and my email is
jonjay100@hotmail.com – you can also message on Friends of Facebook
page and I will respond.
If you would like to volunteer some time – please let me know.
NEVERTHELESS, most importantly of all – the message I wish to share
with you is that that you are never alone, you will always have a friend in
Fenwick and we will all get through this!

Fenwick Bowling Club
Due to the current Coronavirus restrictions, the Club will be
unable to open for play as planned and will be remaining closed
until further notice. We hope that if restrictions are lifted as
the year progresses, then we may be able to get some play
later in the year. Letters will be issued shortly to members with
information about the current position.
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FENWICK BOOK GROUP

‘Now is unquestionably the time to sort out the books in your house. A Brief
History of Time and War and Peace should be located, and then placed in the
charity bookshop pile. Charity bookshops, of course, have more copies of these
books than they can possibly sell, but have arrangements with paper recycling
firms to deal with the problem. Both these titles are pulped in very large numbers
and then made into copies of Anna Karenina. When these are returned to the
charity shops, they are again reprocessed and emerge as copies of Fifty Shades of
Grey, which are duly recycled into those large rolls of paper towel that are so
useful in the kitchen. Nothing, you see, is wasted.
After all, there are other things to do and, as a last resort in these times of
seclusion, one might even try reading.’ Alexander McCall Smith
And in these difficult times McCall Smith’s own books are the ultimate comfort
reading.
'Prescription for a soul that feels the world is too hard a place to bear… Reading a
novel by Alexander McCall Smith feels as if a soothing balm is being applied to
all the hurts and injuries inflicted by the world around us’
If you’ve never tried the delightful No.1 Ladies Detective Agency series find out
now how it can instantly transform your mood. The series is set in Botswana and
follows the country’s very first (and only) lady detective – Precious Ramotswe –
as she tackles the woes of her local community. McCall Smith has an uncanny
ability to delve inside the human spirit and, with simple humour and warm
anecdotes, help us to understand what it means to be alive, to be happy, to be
kind.
A little closer to home the 44 Scotland Street Series has a cast of Edinburgh
characters that tackle the moral dilemmas of everyday life in a hugely entertaining
fashion.
Also set in Edinburgh The Sunday Philosophy Club Series captures the charm of
the city through the eyes of the insatiably curious professional philosopher and
amateur sleuth Isabel Dalhousie.
Fenwick Book Group recommend you enjoy some lockdown reading pleasure
under the blanket of kindness and charm that make Alexander McCall Smith’s
novels a happy place to be.
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VE Day Celebrations
As you will know from the recent announcement by HM
Government the Coronavirus lockdown has been extended and
this will mean that community events to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of VE Day on Friday the 8th May and through that
weekend can no longer go ahead as originally planned.
We hope that these events can be rescheduled later in the year
when it is safe to do so but meantime we invite you to raise a
glass as a TOAST TO THE NATION
(“For those who gave so much, we thank you”) at 3pm on the
8th May and remember those who fought so bravely for
us. This will be especially poignant in the current climate as it
applies equally to those who are fighting for us, on a different
battle front right now.

Parish Register
Mr Ian Parkin, 26 Raith Rd, died

15/04/2020, funeral 29/04/2020

Mr Ronald MacGillivary, Hallhouse Nursing Home, died 16/04/2020,
funeral 27/04/2020
Mrs Sandra Angus, 76 Inchmurren Dr, died 20/04/2020, funeral
05/05/2020
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ken Geddes
Garden
design
Your local Landscaper
Specialising in designing
And building gardens
From plan to completion

Call Fenwick 01560
600374
Mobile01193210900
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The following duties will be when we are back in the Church for Sunday
Service
Church Duties May & June
Beadles
May
3 D Barbour
10 A.Crosbie
17 K.Wadsworth
24 W.McNab
June
7 D.Barbour
14 A.Crosbie
21 K.Wadsworth
28 W.McNab

Finance Team
May
J.Bowes
A.Borthwick

Welcome Team
May
E.Muirhead
H.Morton

Bible Readings
May
3 Susan England
David Barbour
10 Anne Naismith
Karyn Connor
17 Linda Young
Ann Campbell
24 Pat Wilson
Gerry McGeever
31 George Seaton
Irene Couper
June
7 Mary Tedford
Gordon Watt
14 K.Wadsworth
Martha Speirs
21 Stephanie Young
Shona Crosbie
Creche
May
3 M.Speirs & C.McInnes
10 J.Del-Robertson & M.Morton
17 I.Wotherspoon & J.Bowes
24 N.Tivendale & M.Barbour
31 M.Spiers & C.McInnes
June
7 J.Del-Robertson & M.Morton

Prayers
Flowers
May
May
3 Alastair Naismith
3 John Murray
10 Mark Young
10 Ray Hunter
17 George Seaton 17 Florence McKellar
24 Sandy Scott
24 Pat Parkin
31 Anne Naismith
31 Mary Speirs
June
June
7 Stephanie Young
7 Averil Murray
14 Shona Crosbie 14 Sylvia Murray
21 Gerry McGeever
21 May Paterson
28 Shona Crosbie

P.Parkin
June
T.Geddes
K.Geddes
M.Anderson

A.Naismith
June
I.Couper
R.Davis
A.Murray

Tea & Coffee
May
3 J.Park & S.Young
10 J.Bowes & M.Morton
17 A& S Crosbie
24 R.Davis &S.Murray
31 J.Douglas & L.Smith
June
7 M.Anderson & C.McInnes
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS
ACE Fulton Hall
Jean Brown
Fenwick Pre -5s
Staff
Rainbows
Sophie Thomas
Fenwick Boys Brigade
Paul Linich
Fenwick Church Guild
Pat Patkin
Fenwick SWI
Irene Couper
Moscow SWI
Catherine McInnes
Fenwick Primary School
Fenwick Church Garden Club Anne Naismith
Badminton Club Wednesday Linda Cowan
Choir
Alistair Peter
Fenwick Bowling Club
George McGavin
Fenwick Bowling Ladies
Marilyn Morton
Fenwick Golf Club
Jimmy Murdoch
Carpet Bowling
R.Frame
Fenwick Voluntary Transport Irene Wilson
Fenwick Farmers
Martha Speirs
Fenwick Community Group J.Kerr
Waterside Community Ass Jon Peberdy
Fenwick Taekwondo Club Gavin Butler
MP
Alan Brown
MSP
Willie Coffey
District Councillors
John McFadzean
Ellen Freel
Gordon Jenkins
John McGhee
Fenwick Community Council Irene Wilson
Moscow& Waterside Com Coun Rachel Connor
East Ayrshire Councol
Kilmarnock
Police
Junior Church
Susan Wadsworth
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01560 600584
0735504773
01560 432102
07799173283
01560 600436
01560 600520
01560 700230
01560 600403
01560 600528
01560 600400
01560 600225
01560600650
01560 700230
01563 820375
01560 600771
01563 524466
07796541012
07779013971
01563 822645
01563 537300
01560 600150
01563 576043
01563 576049
01563 576057
01560 600771
01560 600790
01563 576000
101
01560 485469
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