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Dear Friends 

As this week progresses, what a helter-skelter of emotions we have all 

experienced. The great sadness with the news of the death of the Duke of 

Edinburgh and then within a few days, the wonderful news that the travel ban was 

to be lifted at short notice, making way for the planning of family visits and for 

some, a trip to the seashore, perhaps at Largs? You can be sure that those fish and 

chips will be savoured with great delight and taste like the best ever! 

I wonder if you have noticed the church bell and clock working together again? I 

was at the church one evening and heard the chime and it was lovely. I have 

always liked bells and one of my happy tasks at John Knox Church in Stewarton 

is to ring the bell at 9am each Sunday. There has always been a tradition of 9am 

bells in Stewarton although only St Columba’s and John Knox ring now. The 

John Knox bell is a big bell, cast in the Whitechapel Foundry in 1855, taken to 

Tilbury Docks, brought by cargo ship to Irvine Harbour, then to Stewarton in a 

cart drawn by heavy horses. How it was put into the steeple remains a mystery for 

it is the ‘town bell’ to be rung in times of local and national importance as well as 

for worship, and it is heavy! 

It remains rung manually by rope from inside the bell tower and the wheel 

hanging mechanism greatly assists this. 

Last Saturday, we had to ‘muffle’ the bell in this time of official mourning for the 

death of the Duke of Edinburgh, following the protocol given to churches with 

bells which are manually rung. So the clapper was swathed in padding and the 

bell wrapped in a cloth so that the sound was subdued. I have to tell you that as 

we rang the prescribed 99rings at noon and heard the bell make that quiet toll, it 

was quite emotional and a unique experience for us. 

The funeral service for the Duke of Edinburgh was restrained and fitting for a 

man who was so quiet and unassuming, yet with ideas and views ahead of his 

time. In his tribute, the moderator of the general assembly Right Rev Dr Martin 

Fair said that some are called to the front of the stage and some are called to be in 

supporting roles, no less important. He paid tribute to Prince Philip’s strong faith 

and devotion to the Queen. We remember Queen Elizabeth and her family in our 

prayers, asking God for strength, comfort and consolation in her grief. 
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The news of the review of the Covid-19 restrictions was such a welcome and 

happy surprise and certainly lifted the spirits of us all, especially adding to our 

enjoyment of the spell of sunshine that week. The Kirk Session will be meeting 

soon to review decisions and guidance about opening the church buildings. We 

are being so very cautious and still aware that there will be restrictions in place in 

relation to masks, physical distancing, sanitising and still no singing I’m afraid. 

The most important thing is the health of the members of the congregation, 

including the people who would be doing door duty and the people who have to 

clean the sanctuary and halls. We are very precious to each other and to God as 

his children so we have to be caring for each other in this particular way. 

May is such a busy month in the church calendar. There is the General Assembly, 

this year again meeting virtually but there are some very hard decisions to be 

made about how the Church of Scotland can best go forward, looking after the 

worship, mission and pastoral care of the people of Scotland and beyond. There 

have been so many discussions and debates about all of our wonderful church 

buildings in Scotland and the role that they have to play in the worship of God 

and the built heritage of Scotland. The church is concerned with people and God’s 

mission among his people will always be its priority. We hope and pray that new 

relationships can 

be forged with conservation and heritage organisations and local communities so 

that church buildings which provide such beautiful art and architecture and such 

powerful stories of historical struggle and worship can find new, creative and 

perhaps shared life in cities and communities across Scotland and congregations 

are freed from the financial burden of caring for buildings, now no longer suitable 

for the life and mission of the people of the congregation.   

The General Assembly will be live streamed on the Church of Scotland website 

and Facebook page over the weekend of the 22-23rd May. 

Also this month, we remember people who are struggling to survive and the 

wonderful work done by Christian Aid. Usually, the church would have a 

fundraising event on the Sunday of Christian Aid week in support of this good 

cause and as with last year, this still cannot be done. Fenwick Parish church has 4 

walkers taking part in the Kiltwalk to support CA over the weekend of 23-25th 

April so please offer support to them if you see them in the village. Christian Aid 

week this year is 10-16th May.  
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You can donate to Susan Wadsworth and Poppy the dog and Janette McCallion 

and to Kim and Alistair Watt on the Just Giving Webpage, search for Susan and 

for Kim. Susan, Poppy and Janette are walking from the Lochgoin Memorial to 

the Church on Sunday and Kim and Alistair are walking the parish roads on 

Saturday. 

A busy month in a momentous year as we each think of events which have 

become lockdown anniversaries. As we all look forward to a time of no 

restrictions and perhaps find that quite a challenge to think of, we have to 

remember that for many people, and certainly some in our own community, life 

will never be quite the same again. I began my ministry with you last winter when 

Covid had such a strong grip and wanted to remind and reassure you that God is 

our refuge and strength. That has not changed for it never does. God remains our 

refuge and strength. Our Queen spoke of her husband as ‘her strength and stay’, 

such a touching and heartwarming description and demonstration of the 

dependency and interdependency of their human relationship. This past year has 

demonstrated for all of us the priority that is our relationships, the strength and 

love, the dependency and interdependency that these relationships give us and 

allow us to grow in a deeper appreciation of each other. Mother Theresa once 

said, ‘if we have no peace it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each 

other.’ In this congregation, community, country and to the furthest reaches, we 

all belong to God as his children and family and to each other. 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

Your minister, 

Rev Kim  
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     ALLAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 
Family Business Est. 1969   

    

All Domestic, Industrial & Commercial Work 
 Vehicle Charging Point Installation  

 Energy Efficient Lighting Advice  

 Inspections & Safety Checks/Reports  
 Landlord Certification & PAT Testing 

 Full/Partial Rewires 

 New Fusebox Installation 

 Smoke/Heat/Carbon Monoxide Detectors  

 

 FREE ESTIMATES   

   
TEL: 01560 600343       Or  Stephen: 07762 765609     

Email: office@allan-electrical.co.uk   



Church Re-Opening 

As restrictions are slowly being lifted we are looking to have a 

phased opening of the church. 

Kirk Session has decided that while we will continue to have 

Zoom services on Sunday morning, we will be conducting some 

services in the church on Sunday Evenings beginning in May.   

In line with the current restrictions numbers will be limited and 

booking will be required.  

Once the dates are confirmed details will be posted on social 

media and on the notice boards at the church and the halls. 

 

The Bell is Ringing! 

 

Residents of Fenwick cannot have failed to notice that after a 

considerable period of silence the bell of Fenwick Parish Church 

is again ringing and the clock is also working in tandem. Thanks 

are due to David Gilmour of Main Road, Fenwick for his 

expertise and generosity with repairs to the circuit board of the 

tolling mechanism and the fitting of a new motor for the clock, 

the latter of which involved David scaling the heights of the 

tower. 

 

We are confident that the bell and clock will continue into the 

future, marking the time for the good folk of the village. 

 

George Seaton 

Property Convenor, FPC 
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GS Plumbing 

Heating & Gas 
FULLY QUALIFIED PLUMBERS & GAS SAFE 
REGISTERED ENGINEERS  
BOILER SALE NOW ON 

NEW COMBI BOILERS NOW AVAILABLE WITH 
12YEARS WARRANTY 

Our Services Include 
SPECIALISTS IN GAS CENTRAL HEATING& NEW CONDENSING COMBI INSTALATIONS  

Radiators / Power Flushing / Magnetic Filters ( Full Power Flush from £299) 

Boiler Repairs / Servicing ( Worcester Bosch, Ideal & Vokera Repair Specialist) 

LPG & Oil Boiler Repair-Installation –Servicing 

Landlord Gas Safety Inspections. 

Garden Taps Kitchen and Bathroom Taps 

Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 

Kitchen Appliance installations 

Leaks Repairs all General Plumbing 

24hr Emergency Call out Now Celebrating 10yrs in Business. 20yrs in Trade 

Contact us on Office 0800 043 2291 or Mob : 07952030504 
www.gs1plumbing.co.uk or gs1plumbing@gmail.com 
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War Memorial Centenary 

At the beginning of June, the village commemorates the centenary of the 
dedication of the war memorial. The original dedication took place in the church 
on Sunday 5th June 1921 with a solemn service and then a parade to the war 
memorial.  The war memorial was unveiled by Lieutenant-Colonel W.R. Houison-
Craufurd of Craufurdland and the account in the Kilmarnock Standard stated that 
his words were, "With reverence and gratitude I now unveil this monument to 
the glory of God and in memory of those gallant men of Fenwick and district who 
gave their lives in the Great War in the cause of right and justice".  
There will be a service on Sunday 6th June to mark the centenary, following the 
original service of thanksgiving and dedication and there are plans to record or 
live stream this service because the Covid-19 restrictions will continue to 
influence the numbers in the church buildings.  
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 restrictions will influence anything else that we 
might plan and it may be that there will not be any gatherings at the war 
memorial permitted. 
There are lots of opportunities for the centenary to be marked in other ways and 
we hope that the primary school, Hallhouse, the Community Council and families 
will find ways to join in with the centenary commemorations.  
Perhaps you might think of having an afternoon tea in your garden on Saturday 
5th June, dress as for the occasion 100 years ago, decorate your front door or 
windows, or hang up some bunting for the weekend.  
There is a plan to have some music and recordings from that time over the 
weekend, sure to evoke memories and add to the commemorations.  
While the original dedication was, rightly, a solemn occasion, this year is an 
occasion to remember the community coming together and giving of what they 
could to have the war memorial commissioned. This year, it would be good to 
find out and remember how the community of Fenwick and district supported 
each other during the war years and in the years that followed both wars.   
Perhaps there are ex-service personnel living in Fenwick, and please, let us at the 
church know so that we can, if we are able, find a way to involve you in this 
commemoration. If there are Land Girls, Home Guard or others who can add to 
our knowledge of war time and those who have relatives named on the 
memorial, please tell us what the war memorial means to you and your family.  
It would be very special to have some of these stories included in the next edition 

of the ‘Covenanter’. 
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FENWICK BASED DECORATING COMPANY 

40YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL ASPECTS OF THE TRADE 

APPLICATION OF WALLCOVERINGS 

INTERIOR DECORATION 

EXTERIOR PAINTERWORK 

APPLICATION OF SPECIALIST COATING & EFFECTS 

AMES TAPING, PLASTERING AND COVING 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTION OR EXPERT ADVICE ON PAINTING 

ANYTHING FROM A CUPBOARD TO A CASTLE 
 

CALL FENWICK 01560 600352 OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE 

www.ddecorators.co.uk 

SUPPOTORS OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL & COMMUNITY 

SPONSORS OF FENWICK THISTLE FC 
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ACE Therapeutic Services.  
offering high quality bespoke 

therapeutic support for adults, children 

and young people.  

We offer:  

*Person Centered Counselling   

*CBT  

*Family Mediation  

*Couples counselling   

*Domestic Abuse Specialist Services  

*Mindfullness  

*Positive Parenting  

*Relaxed Kids  

Find us at  93a Main Road Fenwick   

www.acetherapeuticservices.co.uk  

Acetherapeuticservices@gmail.com  

07414 235312  
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KB Holistics. 

We offer a range of holistics and sports 

therapies tailored to suit your needs.  

Various types of massage, including 

deep tissue and hot stones.  

Reflexology  

Facials  

Sports therapies   

Based at 93a main road fenwick and   

2B Seaford Street Kilmarnock.  

Kbholistics@outlook.com   

07795834452  

 

 
[ Contact Caroline on 07739 039439  

S&C 
MCKAY 

PROPERTY 

SOLUTIONS 
CARPENTRY& JOINERY, 

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL, 

TILING & DECORATING, 

KITCHENS& BATHROOMS. 

SALES & FITTING UPVC 

WINDOWS & CONSEVATORIES 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Mobile 07703 176589 

1A High Street, Newmilns 

KA16 9EE 

 

 

ken Geddes 

Garden  

design 

Your local 
Landscaper 

Specialising in 
designing 

And building gardens 
From plan to completion

 
Call Fenwick 01560 

600374 
Mobile07793210900 
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS 

ACE Fulton Hall  Jean Brown   01560 600584 

Fenwick Pre -5s  Staff    0735504773 

Rainbows   Sophie Thomas  01560 432102 

Fenwick Boys Brigade Paul Linich   07799173283 

Fenwick Church Guild Pat Parkin   01560 600436 

Fenwick SWI   Irene Couper   01560 600520 

Moscow SWI   Catherine McInnes  01560 700283 

Fenwick Primary School     01560 600403 

Fenwick  Garden Club  Linda Creanor  07970 702783 

Badminton Club Wednesday  Linda Cowan   01560 600400 

Choir    Alistair Peter 

Fenwick Bowling Club George McGavin  01560 600225 

Fenwick Bowling Ladies Marilyn Morton  01560600650 

Fenwick Golf Club  Jimmy Murdoch  01560 700230 

Carpet Bowling  R.Frame   01563 820375 

Fenwick Voluntary Transport  Irene Wilson   01560 600771 

Fenwick Farmers  Martha Speirs   01563 524466 

Fenwick Community Group J.Kerr    07796541012 

Waterside Community Ass Jon Peberdy 

Fenwick Taekwondo Club Gavin Butler   07779013971 

MP     Alan Brown   01563 822645 

MSP    Willie Coffey   01563 537300 

District Councillors  John McFadzean  01560 600150 

    Ellen Freel   01563 576043 

    Gordon Jenkins  01563 576049 

    John McGhee   01563 576057 

Fenwick Community Council  Irene Wilson   01560 600771 

Moscow& Waterside Com Coun  Rachel Connor  01560 600790 

East Ayrshire Councol Kilmarnock   01563 576000 

Police        101 

Junior Church   Susan Wadsworth  01560 485439 
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