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Covenanter Summer 2026                           Minister’s Letter 

  
Dear Friends

First of all, I’d like to thank you for your prayers, kind wishes, cards, flowers, gifts of
delicious food, visits, love and concern for me following my fall and broken bones
last month. You are such a caring congregation and I so much appreciated all your
expressions of love and sympathy as I have been struggling with a very sore hand,
plaster cast, then a fibreglass cast and resulting serious movement restrictions for
these past weeks. I can assure you that I’m mending well and now only needing a
splint for another four weeks although the list of ‘don’t do this’ remains and is still a
bit too long for my liking!

We don’t really like it very much when something unexpected happens do we?
We’re not very good at change, uncertainty or unexpected events and yet this is
almost always how our life is. We are made to change, we are uniquely created and
adapted to cope with change.
All of our lives, our body changes and renews itself and as the psalmist reminds us in 
Psalm 139:14 we find the beautiful words, ‘I praise You, because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made, Your works are wonderful, I know that full well’.

We talk about having a ‘change of heart’ and we know that for us who live in the
certainty of the Kingdom, then it is the works of God’s Spirit in us that can take us
from anxiety to peace, from loneliness to solitude, from resentment to calm, from
uncertainty to trust.

In these days we live in a time of great uncertainty on a global scale as we witness
conflict, devastation, disease, oppression, poverty and other threats from far away
parts of the world. Here at home in our community and church life, the Kirk
Session works with the Presbytery Mission Planning Team to find a solution to the
demands of a national church with not enough ministers and not enough money to
allow every church in Scotland to have its own minister as once was the case.

 In this part of the presbytery, we have been spared this change since 2020, 
however, the time has now come to address the possibilities that have been offered 
to us, for our beloved buildings, seen as a place of gathering, sanctuary, light and 
hope in the Lord and also for us as a congregation, the people who gather faithfully 
in this place to worship and to serve the community as people come here with their 
families in their time of need to celebrate and need to mourn. This parish will always 



need a worshipping community in their midst. What we must seek from the Lord and 
from one another is how we will continue to be a lively worshipping community of 
people in the community in the next ten years.

What is important is our worship. We gather in faith week by week to worship God
and it is that gathering and worshipping that sustains us as a sacramental
community and sustains our faith as individuals. It is worship that prepares us for all
that God wants of us and the most important thing that we do as a congregation. It
is shared and we all participate in it. It is grounded in scripture, we hear the word of
God and in the awesome power of the Spirit, it comes alive in our souls. Worship is
musical, we sing and praise God with our minds and with our bodies, we embody
our faith and in our hymns we also embody our love, our pain, our persistence, our
anxieties, and our praise. We gather and pray in adoration of our Lord, we pray in
gratitude for His provision, we pray in repentance for our shortcomings and we pray
for others with generous hearts that feel for one another.

Only when we worship together do we nurture our faith and one another, do we
pay attention to our deepest needs, the life-long growing and quiet flourishing of
our own spirituality, that sense of the Lord Jesus Christ in us giving us confidence to
pray, to strive to be better disciples and to grasp obedience bringing salvation and
freedom to love, a change in us that we may not even notice for ourselves.
All this we do together as the worshipping and sacramental community in the midst
of this parish and from it flows what Jesus Christ asks of us, as individuals and
together.
May God bless you and keep you.

Kim
Your locum minister and interim moderator

The funeral of Edna Muirhead was on 13th May in the church and conducted by 
Rev David Gemmell, a previous minister of this church and a friend of the family.

‘Rest in the Lord’

  



Village Life

Priority Services Register
What is the Priority Services Register?

The Priority Services Register (PSR) is a free UK wide service which
provides extra help during power cuts or when there’s an interruption to your 
electricity, gas or water supply.

Joining the PSR helps your utility companies to provide adapted services, adjust
communications and make amendments to keep you safe, such as setting up a
password scheme, providing advance warning of planned interruptions to 
electricity,gas or water supplies and ongoing information and assistance in 
emergencies.

You are able to join the register and have the services provided if you use medical
equipment reliant on electricity or water, have vision or hearing issues, have a
chronic illness, anxiety, depression or other mental health condition, have a
disability, are over 60 or live with children under the age of 5, have a temporary
condition and need extra support or need documents translated into another
language, audio or sign language.

You can ask the PSR to contact a nominated person such as a relative, carer or
friend on your behalf. Joining the PSR register is worth considering, especially for 
during the winter months and longer hours of darkness. For more information:
https://psrscotland.com/#register

Services over the summer

There are a few special services coming up over the summer worth noting!

Sunday 21st June 10.30am: Celebrating Sacred Space
Sunday 5th July 10.30am: Mission Service – Scottish Bible Society
Sunday 19th July 3pm: Conventicle Service in the Kirkyard
Sunday 9th August 10.30am: Songs of Praise Service
Sunday 23rd August 3pm: All Creatures Great and Small – Kilmarnock and 
District Churches Fellowship Service at Fenwick Parish Church 

  



   

  

THE COVENANTER MAGAZINE
Thank you to everybody who made a contribution to the Covenanter magazine 
appeal last month. It is greatly appreciated and will enable us to keep supporting 
local events and communicating the news to the parish and beyond.

Magazine Deadlines 2026 – 27

September 2026     Sunday 23rd August    October 2026      Sunday 20th September
November 2026      Sunday 18th October   Dec/Jan 2027     Sunday 22nd November
February 2027        Sunday 24th January   March 2027        Sunday 21st February
April 2027               Sunday 21st March   May 2027            Sunday 18th April

   June/July/August 2027    Sunday 22nd May

Please note that from now on, all emails to the Covenanter should be sent to 
editor.covenanter@gmail.com 

Contact: Email: babesstephanie@yahoo.co.uk or 
WhatsApp Stephanie: 07831374602
Location: Darwhilling Farm, Waterside, KA3 6JA

K9 DOG RUN
Safe and secure play area for dogs to run free, woodchip surface so no 

muddy paws involved! Excellent value!

     KATS HOTEL
Immaculate cattery with individual heaters. Owner lives on site. 

Competitive prices.



  

 

John Fulton Hall
Founded by residents to deliver on our Community Action Plan, Fenwick Community
Initiatives are currently focused on the development of the KGV playing field and the 
asset transfer of the John Fulton Hall. To support our hall application, we are working 
hard to bring the hall to life with a vibrant range of new activities and classes. By 
joining us at an upcoming event, you’re not just having fun—you’re helping us secure 
the hall’s future for the whole community!

John Fulton Hall-Save the Date!

Tuesday evenings May and June – Beginners Salsa Class
12 June - Charity Whiskey Tasting
18 June - Tea Dance 
27 June - Monthly coffee morning
5 July - Dancing with Graciano Di Prima
10 July Paint & Sip
19 Sept - Family Fun Day



Village Life 

Carole, Ian, Calum and Claire Calderwood would like to thank everyone for their 
messages, cards, flowers and to all who attended Audrey's  funeral it was greatly 
appreciated by us all. 

Moscow SWI

On Monday 4th May, we held our AGM at the Salt and Barrell at Ayrshire College, 
Kilmarnock.  Before business began we enjoyed a scrumptious afternoon tea and plenty 
of chatter.  President Mai Lawrence gave a brief summary of the meetings and outside 
activities we had enjoyed during the year and gave special thanks to Vanda, for 
organising our meetings in the Hogg Hall, and Myra for organising the very successful 
whist drive as well as the committee for their support and baking.
Congratulations to the winners for the points prizes over the year who were:-
1 Anne Borthwick, 2 Marion Cunningham and 3 Lily Watson.

After the AGM, lecturer Sarah Davidson, along with some of her students, gave us a 
demonstration of making cocktails, both mocktails and the real thing, which we 
sampled.  A lovely end to a busy year.  The committee are away to put their thinking 
caps on about what to entertain us with in the next session

Congratulations to our members who worked hard to represent us at the Ayr County 
Show.  This year’s theme was the 2026 Commonwealth Games.  We came first in 
the baking with a team of Anne Borthwick, Rona Stewart, Myra Seton and Catherine 
McInnes and third in the handicrafts with work from Vanda McTaggart, Myra Seton 
and Marion Cunningham.  Well done to you all and all the institutes who were 
represented.



 

  

   





Cool Space

The Cool Space Café in The Paton Room of the Church Halls will begin on 
Tuesday, 23 June with the slightly revised times of 12:00 – 3:00 pm. This will be 
exactly like the Warm Space Café, just cooler.

If you want to come in and read the paper or your book in peace, you are more 
than welcome. If you fancy a chat, our team are always happy to join in or to 
introduce you to other visitors. We have a range of books, board games and 
crafting supplies that are free for you to enjoy.

If you fancy a drink and a snack we have tea, coffee, homemade soup and 
toasties available and we will also be offering cakes and biscuits you want a treat.

 We have free Wi-Fi so you can come and work from home here if that suits you.
Everyone is very welcome to join us - we have plenty of space for pushchairs and 
buggies, and there is a changing table with nappy-changing supplies always 
available for free in the Ladies toilets. There is good wheelchair access as well.

We know it can be daunting for some people to come on their own but we want to 
reassure you that there will always be a warm welcome, and we will do everything 
we can to make sure you feel at home here. So please do come along.

Reading and Prayer Rota June/July/August 2026

     Reading A   Reading B        Prayer
June
 7 Lesley Hamilton George Seaton Donald McCorquodale
14 Karyn Connor Janette Dunlop
21 Nora Shanks John Douglas Mark Young
28 Alistair Watt Ann Campbell
July
 5 Wilson Kelly Irene Couper George Seaton
12 Averil Murray Alastair Naismith
19 Karyn Connor Janette Dunlop Lesley Hamilton
26 Martha Speirs Nora Shanks



August
 2 John Douglas Irene Couper Mark Young
 9 Gordon Watt Wilson Kelly
16 Alistair Watt Lesley Hamilton Anne Naismith
23 Martha Speirs Averil Murray
30 Kerry McCance Karyn Connor Donald McCorquodale

 
Please try to arrange a swap, if you are unable to fulfil a date. Also let Kim know.
Thank you.

 

Church Duties for June/July/Aug /Sept 2026 
          Beadles          Finance Team       Welcome Team 
          June          June          June
 7   J Logan        T Geddes     N Shanks
14  K Geddes       M Anderson     A. Naismith
21  K Wadsworth       K Geddes 
28 W McNab
           July         July         July
 5   G Watt   J Douglas        A Murray
12   J Logan   M Morton        I Couper
19   K Geddes
26   K Wadsworth
          August          August          August
 2   W McNab      C McInnes     I Wotherspoon

 9   G Watt     J Bryson    S Murray

16   J Logan     S Greer
23   K Geddes
30   K Wadsworth
        September
 6   W McNab J Bowes G Watt
13   G Watt A Borthwick M Young

 



Flowers            Tea & Coffee 
June                 June

 7    Maureen O’Donnell Marilyn Morton & Jean Bowes
14   Elsie Notman John Douglas & Lynn Smith
21   Jean Bowes John Logan & Nora Shanks
28   Kay Gilmour Nan Tivendale & Averil Murray
                    July               July
 5   Ann Campbell Robert & Janette Dunlop
12   Kim Watt Alastair & Anne Naismith
19   Janet Park Catherine McInnes & Moira Anderson
26   Janette Dunlop Anne Borthwick & Sheena Greer
             August                August
 2   Susan Wadsworth Catherine McInnes & Janet Park
 9   Marilyn Morton Marilyn Morton & Jean Bowes
16  John Douglas John Douglas & Lynn Smith
23  Lesley Hamilton John Logan & Nora Shanks
30  Edith Ronald Nan Tivendale & Averil Murray
         September             September
 6   The Garden Club Robert & Janette Dunlop
13  Irene Couper

 Janet Park (01560 320703) would like to thank the people who provide flowers 
for the services. Please get in touch if you would like to mark an anniversary by 
supplying church flowers. For door duties Moira Anderson 07460 37962

                                                  
    Showroom

              526 Victoria Road Glasgow G42 8BG       0141 424 1573

Showroom

                 3 Johnston Street Paisley PA1 1XQ           0141 848 7621   

Factory

              7 South Elgin Place Clydebank G81 1XP   0141 952 7601

Email: info@sunshine-electrical.co.uk
OPEN MON – SAT 9am to 5pm

New/Used/Reconditioned Domestic Appliances     Spares & Repairs

mailto:info@sunshine-electrical.co.uk




  



 

  



The Covenanter
As another session comes to an end, I would like to thank all the people who 
contribute regularly to the Covenanter – the minister, and the secretaries of the 
different societies and clubs who send me copy on time every month.

I would also like to thank the advertisers who support us. Please remember them if 
you are looking for a tradesman. Their quotes might surprise you and their 
services just what you need.

Thank you to Jean Bowes for her sterling efforts with the printing and distribution 
of the monthly magazines and also to all those who deliver the Covenanter 
through the letterboxes. I am heartened by messages of support and appreciation 
of the service we endeavour to give to our 800 homes.

Please get in touch at the new email address if there is something you think we 
could include in the Covenanter at editor.covenanter@gmail.com

Our Brave New World

In days gone by, when we were young
And free, without a care
The days passed by quite easily

And we were not aware
Of adult things to grind us down

Or tear our lives apart
To shatter our most precious dreams
To wound and break our hearts

      Back then when life seemed simple
No worry, strife or greed

When people helped each other
      And church fulfilled our needs

Hot summer days were endless
   And children played outside

No fear or hint of danger
To make us run and hide

Or was it an illusion?
The innocence we had
Has now evaporated -

       We see both good and bad

mailto:editor.covenanter@gmail.com


         We find ourselves in “Brave New World”
That’s how it has to be

     So when life is too difficult
Trust God, and know that He

     Will be our strength, just when we feel
We cannot carry on

  The burden is too heavy
    The hope we had is gone
   For that’s the time to reach for

      God’s unseen, outstretched hand
    To realise we’re not alone
   Read “Footprints in The Sand”

      Allow the Lord to carry you
You’ll get there just the same

   He will uphold and comfort you
He knows each one by name

         Then when you feel much stronger
  Once more the tide has turned

Give thanks for help you have received
Another lesson learned

In days to come, when we are old
And burdened with our cares

The days will pass quite slowly
And should we be aware

Of adult things to grind us down
And tear our lives apart

We’ll feel God’s love surround us
The love that’s in his heart

                            KG 

Fenwick Farmers Society
The committee are now well into planning for this year's Annual Show at Aitkenhead 
Farm, Fenwick on 18 July 2026 when there will be all the usual attractions.  We hope 
to see as many as possible on the day and fingers crossed for another dry day.

If you are looking for for ideas to keep the kids entertained at the start of the school 
holidays the Children's classes in the Baking and Handicraft tent are as follows:
Decorated Sunglasses;  2 Decorated Cup Cakes;  Lego Model (own design - max 
20cm).   All ages can take part with classes for pre school    p1 -p3   and p4 - p7All 
information is on the Show website and  Facebook for all the up to date new.



The Waterside & Moscow Community Association exists to foster community
spirit and to help manage community assets like the Moscow bus shelter,

wildflower and bedding planting and defibrillators in both villages.
We also organise events over the year, such as the planned sponsored walk on

Sunday 31st May between Moscow and Waterside. There’s also our annual
community BBQ to look forward to – tol be held in Moscow in August.

To get involved, or just keep up to date with what’s happening, please follow
the Waterside & Moscow Community Association on Facebook or drop us an email 

at watersideandmoscowca@gmail.com to be added to the list for news updates

  
  

mailto:watersideandmoscowca@gmail.com


  

Fenwick Garden Club finished our 25/26 session with a very enjoyable visit to 
McLaren’s Nursery, where we were shown around and given an explanation about 
the evolution and continual progress of the nursery. It was a real “behind-the-scenes” 
look at the workings of the estate which was fascinating. This was followed by 
Afternoon Tea at the Cup & Saucer in Stewarton and everyone agreed,it was a great 
day out!



The Fenwick Gala Day is on Saturday June 13th. We are, as usual, taking a table and 
raffling 2 planters donated by Bonny Blooms in Fenwick.
There are a few local gardens opening under Scotland’s Garden Scheme during the 
summer which might be of interest:

Barrmill Community Garden – Saturday 30th May, 1pm – 4pm.
Burnhouse - Cemetery Road, Galston - Sunday 31st May, 11am - 4pm
19 Waterslap, Fenwick - Saturday 25th July, 1pm – 4pm
River Garden, Auchincruive – Sat 1st and Sat 8th August – 12.30pm – 3.30pm

There are, of course, many others open under the scheme around Scotland so you 
will be spoiled for choice.
We meet up again for our new session on Thursday 20 August for the Flower and 
Produce Show when Brian Young of Holmes Farm will give us a talk on new plants 
for 2026 as well as judging the show.

FENWICK SWI

Nora Shanks (President) welcomed members to the AGM.
The new committee was elected followed by a quiz, produced by Martha, and the 
usual tea and a blether.
Nora Shanks has been re-elected as President, Irene Currans has agreed to return 
as Vice President, Martha Speirs, Secretary, and Moira Anderson, Treasurer. Other 
members of the committee are Aileen Picken, Margaret Dykes, Annette Dickerson, 
Loraine Smith and Janette Dunlop.

Competition Results
Something Tartan - 1st Marjory Seaton, 2nd Nan Tivendale, 3rd Annette Dickerson
Vase of Flowers – 1st Nan Tivendale, 2nd Aileen Picken

The winner of the Points Cup was Norma Barr and Joint Runners-up Nan 
Tivendale and Aileen Picken.

Loraine Smith and Janette Dunlop were joint winners of the Sylvia 
McCutcheon Rosebowl.

Irene Currans gave a comprehensive Vote of Thanks.



The first meeting of the 2006/27 session with be a concert by the Aeolian Male 
Voice Choir. This is being held on Thursday 10th September 7pm for 7.30pm in 
the Church Hall.
There will be a raffle, a prize for the lucky ticket and light refreshments. This concert 
is open to all and tickets costing £5 can be obtained from the SWI tent at Fenwick 
Show or from Moira Anderson on 07460 379626.
Fenwick Bowling Club held their first bowling event of the season on
Saturday, 16th May, when members played for the Nan Devlin Trophy.  30 members
took part and they were divided into 6 teams.  The winning team was
Kuba Dziewiecki, Douglas Shanks, Ted Borek, May Templeton and Janette
Weadon.

The best pair outwith the winning team were Ian Beaton and Tom
Paterson and the best triple Rhona Hamilton, Grace Freel and Rita
Cuthbertson.

Ladies President, Grace Freel, presented the prizes, which were
vouchers from the King's Arms Hotel, Fenwick.  Gents President, George
Seaton thanked the King's Arms for their continued support and also
the ladies, who had provided a lovely afternoon tea.
Members are playing in the Ayrshire and Scottish ties at the moment.

We have an open mixed triples competition on 6th June and a ladies triples
on 20th June.  There are many other events taking place and it is good
to have some new members bowling with us, some of whom have already
been winners.





  
  Hall Booking June 2026* 

 

DAY/DATE HALL TIME EVENT 
Sundays: 
ALL 
ALL 

 
Guthrie 
Paton 
 

 
11.30 – 12.30pm 
11.30 – 1pm 
 

 
Tea and Coffee 
Count Team 
 

Mondays 
1,8,15
ALL

 
Guthrie
Guthrie

 
9.30 – 11.30am
5.00 – 7.30pm

 
Mothers& Toddlers
Exercise Class 

Tuesdays:
ALL
23, 30
 

 
 Guthrie
  Paton

 
 6.30 – 8.30pm
Noon - 3pm

 
Yoga Class
Friends & Coffee 
Drop In

Wednesdays:  
ALL 
ALL 

 
Guthrie 
Guthrie 
 

 
10 – 12noon 
6.30 – 8.00pm 
 

 
Badminton  (TBC)
Tai Chi  (TBC)

Thursday:   



 4, 11 Guthrie 4.00 – 6.30pm Jam Street Dancers

Fridays   
 
  

 

Saturdays:   
 

 

      At 25.05.26  Bookings taken after this date not shown.

 To enquire about  booking the halls, phone Irene Couper (01560 600520) or 
email irenecouper@btinternet.com 



          



Hall Booking August 2026* 
 

DAY/DATE HALL TIME EVENT 
Sundays: 
ALL 
ALL 

 
Guthrie 
Paton 
 

 
11.30 – 12.30pm 
11.30 – 1pm 
 

 
Tea and Coffee 
Count Team 
 

Mondays 
24th Aug
ALL

 
Guthrie
Guthrie

 
9.30 – 11.30am
5.00 – 7.30pm

 
Mothers& Toddlers
Exercise Class 

Tuesdays:
ALL
23, 30
 

 
 Guthrie
  Paton

 
 6.30 – 8.30pm
Noon - 3pm

 
Yoga Class
Friends & Coffee 
Drop In

Wednesdays: 
ALL 
ALL 

 
Guthrie 
Guthrie 
 

 
10 – 12noon 
6.30 – 8.00pm 
 

 
Badminton  (TBC)
Tai Chi  (TBC)

Thursday:
20th Aug
20th August

Guthrie
Guthrie

 
4.00 – 6.30pm
7.00 - 10pm

 
Jam Street Dancers
Garden Club Flower & 
Produce Show

Fridays   
 
  

 

Saturdays:   
 

 

      At 25.05.26  Bookings taken after this date not shown.

 To enquire about  booking the halls, phone Irene Couper (01560 600520) or 
email irenecouper@btinternet.com 



 

 
 

     Alistair Smith has a new podiatry clinic in Kilmarnock

 
       Details below.

Appointments can be booked on line or by phone as usual

Contact & Location

Address: 78 John Finnie Street, Kilmarnock KA1 1BS

Phone: 07760 665440

Email: alistair@kilmarnockfootclinic.co.uk

tel:07760%20665440
mailto:alistair@kilmarnockfootclinic.co.uk


    Community Contacts

Fenwick Guild Irene Couper 01560 600520 
Fenwick SWI Martha Speirs 01563 524466 
Moscow SWI Catherine McInnes 01560 700283 
Fenwick Primary Jamie Houston HT 01560 600403 
Fenwick Garden Club Tricia Woodward 07789 717939 

Badminton Club Steve Beeley 07415214790 
Fenwick Carpet Bowling 
Club 

George McGavin 01560 600225 

Fenwick Bowling Ladies Marilyn Morton 01560 600650 

Fenwick Bowling Gents George Seaton 01560 600039 

EA Community Worker jamie.dalgoutte@eas
t-ayrshire.gov.uk 

07770525028 

Fenwick Voluntary 
Transport 

Irene Wilson 07880 981585 

Fenwick Farmers Martha Speirs 01563 524466 
Community Council Irene Wilson 01560 600771 

Waterside& Moscow 
Com. Ass

Andrew Welsh 07738734517 

Fenwick Taekwondo 
Club 

Gavin Butler 07779013971 

MP Lillian Jones lillian.jones.mp@parliament.
uk 

MSP Willie Coffey 01563 537300 
District Councillors John McFadzean 01560 600150 
 Ellen Freel 01563 576043 
 Stephen Canning 07717440992 
 John McGhee 01563 576057 
E. Ayrshire Council  01563 576000 

Police  101 
Fulton Hall Contact Tam Jamieson johnfultonhallfenwick@gmail

.com 
Fenwick Pharmacy Ash Ahmed 01560 600639 
Fenwick Tennis Club Angus Rodger 01560 600592



  




