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Covenanter October 2026 Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends,

Only two short weeks ago, we set out on what was for us, a bit of an adventure.

We left our caravan at Brora very early in the morning and drove to Gill’s Bay on the
north coast of Scotland in time to unload our bikes and be ready to board the first
ferry on Monday morning bound for St Margaret’s Hope, Orkney.

Just us, minimal kit for an overnight stay in Kirkwall, two bikes and off we set. We
arrived at St Margaret’'s Hope and set off to explore the islands of South Ronaldsay,
Bressay and Mainland Orkney, cycling across the Churchill Barriers and looking at
the rust covered wrecks still visible from wartime and the tankers sitting out in Scapa
Flow.

There was a surprise in store for us for as we looked at the road signs later that first
afternoon, we realised that we were fairly close to Deerness and the Covenanter
Monument commemorating the terrible circumstances of the shipwreck. We have a
memorial to the Deerness Eight in the kirkyard - the men from Fenwick who were
captured and sentenced to transportation to the American colonies, eight of more
than two hundred and fifty covenanters on board. Two hundred covenanters
perished that night in the storm as the captain of the Crown of London ordered the
hatches where the prisoners were held to be battened down so that he could claim
compensation for each drowned body.

After knowing how close we were, we couldn’t not go to Deerness and eventually
found the monument well off the road down a boggy grass track. We were glad for
this unexpected detour and the bond of strong links with Fenwick but we became
quiet as we read the citation on the monument, even knowing the story. We stood



looking out over the endless blue sea, and remembered that this ship was wrecked
in a fearsome storm in December of 1679.

We remembered the heartless and cruel command of the captain and the immense
loss of life for personal gain. We could only imagine the awful conditions for these
covenanters in the hold of the ship, the permanent separation from family, the fear,
the cold, the illness and misery, and the desperation of these men as they perished
in the storm, drowning in captivity.

We saw the monument on a bright breezy day. Had we been there on a cold, wet
and stormy wintery afternoon then our awareness of the conditions and desperation
of that shipwreck might be greater. We would experience with our senses some of
the conditions rather than simply be moved by the location and words on the
citation.

How often do we sit in the comfort of our living room and witness suffering and
conflict? We look and we feel because we are human and with emotions, but we
cannot easily feel with our senses - we are not there. The wonderful words written in
the Book of Psalms found in the Old Testament are the poems and record of what
the Israelite people felt about the various situations they experienced in their history.

Each Psalm is a citation if you like, to the events in their shared history and the
relationship between the Israelites and God. When we read the Psalms, we can
begin to feel with the writers and the words we read strengthen our own faith and
hope in our eternal and sovereign Lord.

This month, | invite you sit with a notebook, a journal, or your phone and record in
a few words how you feel about what you see on the news and media as you are
watching or listening or reading. Use these words that you have recorded in your
own devotions as you speak to God. Tell him how you feel.

We cannot know what words or prayers were in the hearts of the Covenanters but
like them, we can be consoled knowing of their strong faith and knowing that each
man and together, they were sure of their salvation and knew that before daybreak,
they would rest with the Lord and marvel at His Glory.

We thank God for the blessed assurance of Jesus’ words and our own sure
salvation.

May the Lord bless you and keep you
Kimv
Your locum minister and interim moderator



Services during the Autumn

Sunday 4th October: Harvest Thanksgiving. Please donate flowers to decorate
the church and foodbank items

Sunday 11th October: Royal National Mod Glasgow Celtic Praise night, details in
the next edition!

Sunday 25th October: Guild Dedication Service 10.30am

Fellowship of Kilmarnock and District Churches service at 3pm in Kay Park Church

Visit to the Police Stables

Recently, a party of us from the congregation visited the Police Scotland Mounted
Unit, or the police stables as that's much easier to say and to remember! It was a
damp morning but we were all in high spirits and given a warm welcome by

Graham, one of the police officers. We were quickly shown into the first stables and
introduced to a few of Police Scotland’s wonderful and rather large horses. There are
over 20 horses at the farm. We visited the tack room, we saw the training arena, we
had a tour of the huge horse transport trucks, we heard about the different horses
with a range of ages, work experience and abilities for community engagement,
crowd control,football matches, public disorder situations and ceremonial occasions.
We met some of the police officers and heard about their training for working with the
horses. We saw the horse physiotherapist at work, heard how horses are chosen to
serve the police force, how they are trained, how long training takes and what
retirement is like for a working horse. We found out that there are plain clothes police
riders who work with the British Horse Society to improve public awareness,
especially amongst vehicle drivers, of horses amongst traffic when there is persistent
offending around horses on public roads.



What an interesting morning and we were so very grateful to PC Linzi for her kind
invitation and to PC Graham for showing us around and giving us such an
informative visit.

PC Linzi has invited the families with children who weren’t able to visit on a school
day to visit instead on a weekend. Please let us know if you'd like to go and we'll
get a new date organised for that.

Church of Scotland Scam

We've recently been made aware by Presbytery and the Church of Scotland main
offices of a potential scam:

The Church has been made aware of fake websites promoting a Church of Scotland
fundraising lottery — both at a national level and also purporting to be individual
churches.

These websites look very professional but are nothing to do with the Church and
staff at the National Office have reported them to the appropriate authorities as a
matter of urgency. A key indicator is the web address being used misspells Scotland
with two ‘C’s.

If any Church members have concerns about these fake websites, they can contact
our Law Department via email on LAWDEPT@churchofscotland.org.uk

If you are aware of any members having given money to this scam, please ask
them to contact Police Scotland.

For the avoidance of doubt, the Church of Scotland does not run a fundraising
lottery.

Reading and Prayer Rota October 2026
Reading and Prayer Rota

Reading A Reading B Prayer
Oct 4 Wilson Kelly John Douglas Ann Campbell
11 Karyn Connor Alistair Watt
18 Nora Shanks Janette Dunlop Lesley Hamilton
25 Gordon Watt Anne Naismith

Please try to arrange a swap, if you are unable to fulfil a date. Also let Kim know.
Thank you



Fish and Chip Jumpers are going to the David Gordon Memorial Hospital in
Livingstonia, northern Malawi. These are being transported by container, provided
by the charity ‘Banana Box’. We have quite a lot of jumpers already but if you would
like to knit some, ready to be packed in the next few weeks, here is the pattern:

Fish and Chip Baby Jumper Pattern

Use double knitting yarn in a bright colour or mixed colours
And 4.5mm/size 7 or 5Smm/size 6 knitting needles

Cast on 44 stitches then work 18 rows of K2P2 rib.
Work 30 rows of stocking stitch.

Cast on 12 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows to make 68stitches.
work 22 rows of K2P2 rib.
To make the jumper neck:
o Rib 21, cast off 26, rib 21
o Rib 21, cast on 26, rib 21
Work 22 rows of K2P2 rib.

Cast off 12 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows.
Work 30 rows of stocking stitch.

Work 18 rows of K2P2 rib.

Cast off the 44 stitches.

Sew up the side seams to form the jumper.

These jumpers are given to maternity hospitals in developing countries where
premature and ill babies are being discharged with no clothes of their own and often
go home wrapped in paper to retain body warmth. The clever style of the pattern
allows for growth. As you finish each jumper, please pray God’s blessing for the baby
and the baby’s family.



Church of Scotland National Day of Prayer

Light in the Darkness

This will take place in the church and also as a prayer walk on

Saturday 31st October. As well as the Fenwick event, there will be an online
service from West Kilbride Church at 11am and a prayer meeting on Teams at 4pm
that day. You can find more information at
https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/prayer/day-of-prayer

Fenwick Church Guild’s next meeting is on 27th October and will take the form
of a craft afternoon with Susan showing us how to make festive items for Christmas.
As you all know, Susan comes up with the most amazing ideas and we look forward
to her visit

Subscriptions of £20 are due to be collected from our members. Tickets for our
Christmas Party will also be available at a cost of £5 per person. Further details of
the Party will be given nearer the time.

H©OT E L

KATS HOTEL
Immaculate cattery with individual heaters. Owner lives on site.
Competitive prices.

K9 DOG RUN
Safe and secure play area for dogs to run free, woodchip surface so no muddy paws
involved! Excellent value!

Contact: Email: babesstephanie@yahoo.co.uk or
WhatsApp Stephanie: 07831374602
Location: Darwhilling Farm, Waterside, KA3 6JA



Thank you to everybody who continues to make a contribution to the Covenanter
magazine appeal. It is greatly appreciated and will enable us to keep supporting local
events and communicating the news to the parish and beyond.

Magazine Deadlines 2026 — 27

November 2026  Sunday 18™ October

Dec/Jan 2027 Sunday 22" November
February 2027 Sunday 24" January
March 2027 Sunday 21* February
April 2027 Sunday 21 March
May 2027 Sunday 18™ April
June/July/Aug Sunday 22" May

Please note that from now on, all emails to the Covenanter should be sent to
editor.covenanter@gmail.com

Moscow SWiI

What a wonderful way to start off the new session of Moscow SWI in the Hogg Hall
Galston on Monday 7th September 2026 at 2pm.

Vice President Christine Taylor welcomed 16 "Unlikely Lads" from Centre Stage
Kilmarnock and their accompanist Fiona Dippie, who entertained members, friends
and ladies from neighbouring rural with an excellent rendition of very familiar songs.
Congratulations were extended to all who had taken part in the shows over the
summer with a great deal of success, including the most recent foursome win at the
Mauchline show.

The competitions were judged by Margaret Barr with the following results;

Article in red :-1 M Cunningham, 2 A Borthwick, 3 L Watson.

3 Paradise slice:- 1. C Taylor, 2 A Borthwick, 3 C Mclnnes.

A very special afternoon tea was provided by the committee, after which Christine
drew the raffle.

Anne Borthwick gave a comprehensive vote of thanks.The next meeting will be on
Monday 5th October at 2pm in the Hogg Hall, Galston, when local football Legend
Rose Reilly will be talking about her life. The competitions are:- truffles and an
orange article
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Our
Services

include:
Decorative Painting Work

PROFESSIONALS FOR Maintenance of
50 YEARS Exisfing Paint Work

CELEBRATING Pape[ Hangjng

We are an established family husiness with Snecialist Wall Coverings

YEAI - Bl v
50 Years of successful trading in the West of Scotland. Exterior Render & Painting

We're very proud of the reputation we have built and [oving &

the industry accolades we've eamed.‘We provide GET A Decorative Cornice
all aspects of our trade, from small private ER i
dients to larger projects - both internal and EE Exterior Timber

external. We provide a quality service to all QUOTE Decoration

R Apply for your free :
our customers including a first class customer uotation by contacting Ames Tapmg

service from initial enquiry to project finish. our Customer Service
team today

www.dddecorators.co.uk :
T:01560 600 352 E: sales@dcddecorators.co.uk : See our e Y YR o o reviews at

1Stewarton Road, Fenwick, Ayrshire KA3 6EG www.trustedtracer.scot/eastayrshire

Do you have a small business that you would like to promote through an
advert in the monthly Covenanter magazine?

Adverts can be quarter, half or full page. Very reasonable annual rates
(£50/£90/£120) to reach 800 homes a month from September to June. Not everyone
is on social media.

Stewarton History Group

The October meeting is an evening meeting at 7pm on Tuesday 6" October in the
Stewarton Area Centre, Avenue street, Stewarton KA3 5AP.The speaker is David

Dewar and the topic is
Thomas Telford — The Scot who built Britain

Monthly meetings will take place on Tuesday afternoons from November
Members £1 Non Members £4



H-Ayr-Shire-Mobile To see pictures and

Hairdresser adverts in more detail
and in colour, you can
Have your hair done at home view the Covenanter on
line at
Cut & Blow Dry £25 OAP £20 fenwickparishchurch.
Child’s Cut & Blow Dry £15 org.uk/the covenanter

Gent's Cut £10

Curls/Hair Up £25
Full/Half head Foils £50/£40
Full Head Colour £40 Regrowth £30

Phone Ashleigh 07746 601628

Church Duties for October/November 2026

Beadles Finance Team Welcome Team
October October October
4 K Wadsworth T Geddes N Shanks
11 W McNab M Anderson A Naismith
18 G Watt K Geddes
25 JLogan
November November November
1 M Anderson J Douglas A Murray
8 K Geddes M Morton | Couper
15 K Wadsworth




Flowers Tea & Coffee

October October
4 Anne Borthwick Catherine Mclnnes & Moira Anderson
11 Janette Dunlop Marilyn Morton & Jean Bowes
18 Angela Welsh John Logan & Nora Shanks
25 Averil Murray John Douglas & Lynn Smith
November November
1 Anne Naismith Nan Tivendale & Averil Murray
8 Catherine Mclnnes

Janet Park (01560 320703) would like | Please get in touch if you would like to
to thank the people who provide flowers | mark an anniversary by supplying

for the services. church flowers.

For door duties contact Moira
Anderson on 07460 379626

Moscow WiI

On 14th September we held our annual Charity Afternoon Tea at the Fenwick
Church Hall, in aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind and the Alzheimer’s Society. Our
Vice -President Christine opened the proceedings and there was lots of tea, cake
and chat.

Pauline McKinley, a volunteer from Guide Dogs for the Blind, was present and she
thanked us for our fund raising efforts (over 60 years!) and drew the raffle. Our
treasurer Anne gave the vote of thanks with special mention to all those who had
baked, prepared the hall, tidied up afterwards and donated raffle prizes

Cool Space Café

By the time you read this we will have completed our first summer season of The
Cool Space Café.

Nicola, Victoria and | would like to thank everyone for coming out and supporting us.
We are going to take a wee well deserved break and will be back with

The Warm Space Café starting on Tuesday 3 November at 12:00 pm
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ELECTRICAL

Showroom
526 Victoria Road Glasgow G42 8BG 0141 424 1573
Showroom

3 Johnston Street Paisley PA1 1XQ 0141 848 7621

Factory
7 South Elgin Place Clydebank G81 1XP 0141 952 7601
Email: info@sunshine-electrical.co.uk

OPEN MON - SAT 9am to 5pm

New/Used/Reconditioned Domestic Appliances

Spares & Repairs

Journey of the Mind

Let me take you on a journey, a journey of the mind
Step into the Promised Land and leave this world behind
Come with me, just take my hand, allow your world to fade
Realise your dreams and see the wishes you have made
Come true; but you must play your part
Be patient, wait awhile, and trust with all your heart.

Prepare the way by making plans and when the time is right
You'll see a “New Jerusalem” — a wondrous, glorious sight
Fear not my child please be assured that | am close at hand
To calm you and to guide you and soon you’ll understanding
You'll be amazed when pieces slot together bit by bit
To form a brand new picture — the jigsaw is complete

Another chapter in the book of your life has begun
Look up unto the heavens, your face towards the sun
Bask in the warmth and feel the glow of God’s pure golden light
Let go of all past burdens and let your soul take flight
This is a different journey from all you've known before
Just use the power of your mind to open every door.
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Christmas Fair — Advance Warning

Sunday 29" November is Light Up Fenwick Day and earlier on the day, there is a
Christmas Fair in the John Fulton Hall from 11.30 — 2.30pm.

There you will find local artists, bakers, makers and crafters displaying their wares.

Thank
Yow

A sincere thank you to everyone, who helped me to organise Robert’s surprise 90"
birthday celebration after church on the 12™ July and for the cards and gifts he
received.

Thankfully, everyone managed to keep the secret, and his face was a picture, when
he entered the hall. In fact it was the first time that | had ever seen him lost for words!

The Hall Team had everything set up, and the tables looked lovely, right down to the
last detail, with little vases of flowers on each one. Tea/coffee was served and
delicious home baking was provided. My “old” school friend made a specially musical
themed cake and we also had a great in house photographer who presented us with
a box of super photos the following week — a lovely momento of a happy day.

Thank you also to the friends, who stepped in to relieve me of some of the
preparatory tasks, prior to the day, which allowed me to enjoy the occasion without
having to do a thing!

Your on going care and support are greatly appreciated.

Kay

Kilmarnock History Group

The new session begins this month. We have two Thursday meetings a month in the
Ayrshire College in Hill Street, Kilmarnock.

We open on 8™ October with David Joyce who has written a book on the history of
Bellfield. His talk will be the aftermath of writing this book. Many of you will



remember Bellfield House and the legacy of the Buchanan Trust which helped
various areas of Kilmarnock.

The second talk on 22" October is from Colin Turbett whose talk is on Arran
and the Firth of Clyde in WW2

Membership is £25 or £5 a night. Current members will have received an email
inviting them to renew their membership before the first meeting.

Fenwick Bowling Club

On Saturday, 29th August, Fenwick Bowling Club members played for the Willie Kennedy
Trophy. This was sponsored by George McGavin and Jean Caldwell. The winner was Angus
Rodger, with lan McKendry runner-up.

On Sunday, 6th September, the Margaret McDowall Friendship Cup competition was held,
sponsored by the McDowall family. and Margaret's sister Mary Mason presented the prizes. The
winner was Catherine Steel and the runner-up Kuba Dziewiecki. President, Grace Freel, was also
presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.

Fenwick Bowling Club hosted the Champion of Champions competitions on12th and 13th
September. On Saturday the men played and the winners were - rinks Dunlop and runners-up
Kilmaurs; triples winners Dunlop, runners-up Fenwick; Pairs winners - Fenwick John O'Rourke
and John Boyle, runners-up Kilmaurs; Senior singles winner Kilmaurs, runner-up Stewarton;
singles winner Dunlop, runner-up Fenwick.

Stewarton won both the Lockhart Trophy and the Jubilee top ten, which were played earlier in the
year.

At the ladies competition on Sunday, Dunlop won the triples, beating Fenwick in the final. Fenwick
(Catherine Mcinnes and Janette Weadon) won the pairs, with Kilmaurs runners-up. Morag
Auld (Fenwick) won the singles, with Dunlop runners-up.

The season ends at the end of September and there are various events planned throughout
the winter. The afternoon whist drives are held on the first Wednesday of every month,
beginning on 7th October in the clubhouse at 2pm. All will be made welcome. For
information, please

call Marilyn on 07811530476
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John Fulton Hall-What's On!

After another fantastic fun day, we launched our programme of activities for Autumn
at the John Fulton Hall.

Whether it's fitness, music, dancing or fun, there's something on for you. And if there
is something you want to see at the hall, get in touch! Come along to one of our
coffee mornings for a chat and we can work together to make it a reality.

Regular Classes

Mondays 10am- Yoga with Hazel

Mondays 6.30pm-Circuits with Lucy

Mondays 7.30pm- Table Tennis Club

Tuesdays 9.30am- Beep Group toddlers

Tuesdays 3-5pm Fenwick Foxes Afterschool Club

Tuesdays 7-8pm Salsa with Erin

Wednesdays 3-5pm Fenwick Foxes Afterschool Club

Wednesdays 7.30pm Kilmaurs Young Farmers
Thursdays 6.30-8.30pm Youth Club

Events!

11 Oct : 1-4pm TBC- Launch of our family friendly ‘Sunday Social'- Music with Folk
Fusion Ayrshire, Michael Ross & bar!

31 Oct 9-11am: Spooky coffee morning!

Sip & Craft (wet felting): 18 September 6-9pm session one
Sip & Craft (wet felting): 1 October 6-9pm session two

Friday 23 October : Light Up Fenwick Bingo & DJ evening
Look out for Autumn & Christmas craft fayres!

Join our mailing list by contacting Donna@FenwickCl.onmicrosoft.com we'd love to
hear from you!
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LIGHT UP FENWICK

-

FUNDRAISING FAMILY QUIZ NIGHT

JOHN FULTON HALL, FENWICK
FRIDAY 234 OCTOBER 7pm — 12am
with
NEIL CAMPBELL

Spinning the Tunes

MY ) ol ) ET )
Tickets: Over 18’ £5, Children Free

Maximum 6 per team
Prizes, Raflle, Licensed Bar (cash only)

Tickets available from Irene Wilson Tel. 07880 981585

GS Plumbing
m Heating & Gas Ltd

FULLY QUALIFIED PLUMBERS & GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEERS

BOILER SALE NOW ON — NEW COMBI BOILERS NOW AVAILABLE WITH 12 YEARS WARRANTY —
SPECIALISTS IN GAS CH AND NEW CONDENSING COMBI INSTALLATIONS

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE — Radiators/Power Flushing/Magnetic Filters (Full Power Flush from £299)
Boiler Repairs/Servicing (Worcester, Bosch, Ideal & Vokera Repair Specialist)

LPG & Oil Boiler Repair — Installation — Servicing

Landlord Gas Safety Inspections. Garden, kitchen and bathroom taps

Kitchen and bathroom installations. Kitchen appliance installations

Leaks, repairs — all general plumbing

24 hour Emergency Call Out.
Now celebrating 15 years in business — 20 years experience in our trade

Contact 0800 043 2291 or 07952 030504 gslplumbing@gmail.com

www.gs1lplumbing.co.uk
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Waterside and Moscow Community Association

We exist to bring people together and to support the community, so we’re already
planning our next get-together for all the ghouls and ghosties, pirates and
princesses, dinosaurs and superheroes etc across the two villages.

Our annual, pre-guising, Halloween get-together for kids of all ages is scheduled for

early evening on Killiween on Friday 30" October. Full details will be shared on
Facebook (follow Waterside & Moscow Community Association) or email
watersideandmoscowca@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

We are also planning ahead for the family Christmas party, which is always popular.
It even puts family teams through their paces with a festive Quiz - so better get
swotting now.

Other ideas are for whisky tasting, a quiz or a historical evening with a local speaker
— but we’d love to hear your views on what you'd like to see.

Would you be keen to support a coffee morning, or ‘re-homing’ event perhaps?
(We’'re thinking small furniture and bric a brac, not family members or pets, for
avoidance of doubt)

We are lucky to have indoor and outdoor venues at our disposal, plus volunteers
ready to make things happen — but it's all about bringing the community together so
do please email any suggestions to the address above, or contact us through
Facebook.with any ideas, or if you'd like to get involved. .

We work with various teams at East Ayrshire Council and many other donors who
generously support our community events.

Thanks again to EAQC's horticulture team for the bedding plants which have
brightened the heart of both villages all summer.



mailto:watersideandmoscowca@gmail.com

Brian Robertson Plumbing, Heating, Bathrooms

Telephone No and Answering Machine .

01563 5439438

Mabile: 07894 858539

Email:
brobertsonplumber@outlook.com

Gas SAFE Registration No 674113

FENWICK GARDEN CLUB

At our meeting on Thursday, we welcomed Carrick Crawford, from Barrmill
Conservation Group who spoke about Local Farming History. He gave us a personal
insight into farming over the past centuries and how mechanisation and farming
practices have had to adapt.

He told us that over the years, the farmers have moved from growing cereal crops to
rearing livestock, especially Ayrshire cattle, which are hardy and can thrive in our
wet, cold and windy weather. No change there then!

It was interesting to be introduced to the many generations of his family, who have
farmed around Ayrshire for many years. It was really lovely to see photos of his
family from over the years, as it brought the whole evening to life and made it
personal. His enthusiasm for farming history made for a very interesting and
enjoyable evening.

We also held another successful Plant Swap. The table was groaning under the
weight so many happy club members went home with new additions for their

gardens. Our next meeting is on Thursday 15t October when Helen Fox, from
Fox Botanicals, will be sharing her knowledge of growing and caring for
houseplants. New members always welcome.



Fenwick SWI

Our next meeting is on 8th October at 1.30pm in the Church Hall and will be an
illustrated talk on the RSPB by Stephen Inglis. Competitions are Prize:- Bird
Ornament and Points:- Pot of Jam.

Members are reminded that Federation Day is at the Park Hotel on Saturday 21st
November from 10am to 4pm.

The morning speaker is Jennifer McDonald talking on Life Experiences and Stephen
Quigg a folk singer who will entertain in the afternoon. The cost of the day is £40
which includes morning coffee and a two course lunch. Anyone wishing to
attend should pay the £40 at the October meeting.

The committee are also looking for suggestions for the Christmas meeting ie a party
or somewhere for lunch.

ROSS STRACHAN

Painter and Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Professional /SQ

All aspects of the trade covered -
established 1992
Reliability and Quality assured
Local references supplied if required
For a free, no obligation quotation, or
expert advice on any aspect of the
decorating trade contact ROSS on
07788 982 808
14, Bentinck Street, Galston,
Ayrshire
Serving Ayrshire with a business
built on recommendations




e
Family business Est 1969

All Domestic, Industrial and Commercial Work

* Vehicle Charge Point Installation
* Energy Efficient Lighting Advice

* Inspections & Safety Checks/Reports

* Landlord Certification & PAT Testing

* Full and Partial Rewires
* New Fusebox Installation
» Smoke/Heat/Carbon Monoxide Detectors

* FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone 01560 600343 or Stephen 07762 765609
Email: office@allan - electrical.co.uk

e T HOMAS

. MCK Business established
e MCKELLAR in Fenwick 1870

i & S O N S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1870

« Caring Family Business
- Professional Service

« Trusted Reputation

. Affordable Funeral Plans

STEWARTON - 01560 485366 GALSTON - 01563 624025
KILMARNOCK - 01563 572565 DARVEL - 01560 429239

WEB: www.thomasmckellar.co.uk EMAIL: info@thomasmckellar.co.uk
Branches located in Stewarton, Kilmarnock, Galston and Darvel




WEIGHT LOSS
SERVIGE

 YOUR HEALTH
* YOUR CONFIDENCE
* YOUR NEW BEGINNING

* Clinician-led, evidence-based care Ly .

+ Safe prescribing with medical oversight "= /7% R T
*  Weekly or monthly check-ins T i i

*  Support group for motivation

Fenwick Pharmacy

KILMARNOCK KA3 6DU | T. 01560 600 639




On 5th April 1846, a former fugitive began to speak about his life escaping from the
law and his fight against being held captive once more. His audience was a group of
people who were no strangers to being called radical. First fighting and dying for their
religious freedom under threat from the state, and then a century later gathering in
clandestine meetings to establish workers’ rights under the nose of powerful
landowners. Now, almost another century on, these people gathered once more in
an ‘uncommonly large crowd’ to support this man who had crossed an ocean to give
them an ‘uplifting and rousing speech’ on his fight to be free.

That man was Frederick Douglass, a Black American and former slave, and the
greatest leader of African-American Civil Rights of the 19th Century. The people
were the common people of Fenwick, among whom were the descendents of those
who had fought as Covenanters and formed the world’s first recorded Co-operative,
the Fenwick Weavers’ Society. Now they listened and took to heart the message of
Douglass, absorbing his message of freedom, of the equality of men and the rights of
mankind.

They heard his tales of the evil of enslavement, the torturous institution he had been
born into and had only escaped at great risk to his life. If slavery had seemed distant
to the people of Fenwick, far across an ocean, then certainly its proceeds were not.
The great buildings of Glasgow were being constructed on streets named after the
plantation owners of that city who built their wealth on the bodies of men, women,
and children just like Douglass. That money worked its way throughout Scottish
society, by way of day to day commerce. In particular, the ‘blood-stained money’ of
slavery had flowed into the newly established Free Church of Scotland from the
pockets of slave owners in the American South.

So Douglass’ campaign of his 1846 Scottish tour became: ‘Send back the money.’
The church never did. Beyond the few words left to us in weaver James Taylor’s
diary ‘Annals of Fenwick’, it's impossible to fully know what the community thought
about Douglass and the fate of millions like him across the seas. But the fact that
they took the time to listen, to hear his story, and to understand his humanity, is
something we can all carry with us. Whenever we encounter people in need, may the
people of Fenwick continue to listen, hear, and understand.



Calling all adventurers, puzzlers,
strategists, and gamers

Many of us have fond memories of playing board games
with our families, but have no idea about the variety of
games that lie beyond the likes of Monopoly, Cluedo, or Scrabble. The world of
tabletop gaming extends from these family favourites and similar games played
on a board with pieces, to card games, social games, puzzle games, wargames
with miniature armies, and collaborative storytelling games where the only limit is
your imagination. But with such extensive choice, how can you decide which
games to try? Buying games is not always cheap, after all.

That's where Dice Grounds comes in. Situated at 2 Croft Street, Kilmarnock, this
family-owned board game café has shelves of games that you can play at your
leisure, trying out many of the best games that tabletop gaming has to offer.
There’s something for everyone at all ages and experience levels, and no time
limit on your game sessions. The cost is £6 per person, although this is waived if
you take out a monthly membership. A selection of hot and cold drinks and
snacks are also available to keep you fuelled through your games.

Owners Jim and Gillian are welcoming to new players, and are happy to offer
recommendations or advise on the rules of a game. They’ve also provided links
in all their game boxes to ‘How To’ guides on YouTube to ensure you can get into
the fun of each game as quickly as possible.

The café also hosts events that often serve as an entry into more complex and
collaborative gaming experiences, such as beginner sessions for tabletop role-
playing games (such as Dungeons & Dragons) or tabletop miniature wargames
(such as Warhammer).

So if the idea of putting on your sleuthing hat to puzzle out a Sherlock Holmes
mystery or entertaining the kids with something different from the usual family
board game appeals to you, visit Dice Grounds. It's F.A.B approved!

Dice Grounds can be found online. Visit their website at: dicegrounds.co.uk
@dicegrounds on Instagram or search ‘Dice Grounds’ on Facebook.

(Fenwick Activities Bureau will review activities in the local area to let you know which
ones might be worth your time and money. This is not sponsored content and we receive
nothing in return for our reviews.)



Hall Booking October 2026*

DAY/DATE | HALL TIME EVENT
Sundays:
ALL Guthrie 11.30 — 12.30pm | Tea and Coffee
ALL Paton 11.30 — 1pm Count Team
25 Guthrie 11.30 - 3pm Celebration Sunday
Mondays
ALL Guthrie 9.30 — 11.30am | Mothers& Toddlers
ALL Guthrie 5.00 — 7.30pm | Exercise Class
19 Paton 7.00 — 9.30pm | Kirk Session
Tuesdays:
27 Guthrie 2.00 —4.00pm | Fenwick Guild
Wednesdays:
ALL Guthrie 10 — 12noon Badminton
ALL Guthrie 6.30 — 8.00pm Tai Chi
Thursday:
8 Guthrie 1.30 — 4.30pm Fenwick WI
15 Guthrie | 7.00 — 10pm Garden Club
ALL Guthrie 4.00 — 6.30pm Jam Street Dance Class
Fridays
9 Guthrie 10.30 — 3.30pm | Quilting Class
Saturdays:
3 Guthrie 12 —4.30pm Covenanters Memorial
Association AGM
10 Guthrie 1.30 —4.30pm Children’s Birthday Party

*At 20.09.26. Bookings taken after this date not shown.

0 To enquire about booking the halls, phone Irene Couper (01560 600520) or
email irenecouper@btinternet.com




SORN HANDYMAN
SERVICES

MAINTEMNAMCE & REFAIRS

Father & Son time served tradesmen — trustworthy and reliable

We do a wide range of skilled repairs, maintenance and upgrades of
your home and garden

Follow us on Facebook to see examples of our completed works
To get a “no obligation” free estimate
Call Fraser 07900 255876 or Aidan 07472 223323

No job is too small and customer satisfaction is our goal

ilmarnock

FOOT CLINIC

Alistair Smith has a new podiatry clinic in Kilmarnock

Details below.

Appointments can be booked on line or by phone as usual

Contact & Location
Address: 78 John Finnie Street, Kilmarnock KA1 1BS
Phone: 07760 665440

Email: alistair@kilmarnockfootclinic.co.uk



tel:07760%20665440
mailto:alistair@kilmarnockfootclinic.co.uk

Community Contacts

Fenwick Guild Irene Couper 01560 600520
Fenwick SWI Martha Speirs 01563 524466
Moscow SWI Catherine Mclnnes 01560 700283

Fenwick Primary

Jamie Houston HT

01560 600403

Fenwick Garden Club

Tricia Woodward

07789 717939

Badminton Club

Steve Beeley

07415214790

Fenwick Carpet Bowling
Club

George McGavin

01560 600225

Fenwick Bowling Ladies

Marilyn Morton

01560 600650

Fenwick Bowling Gents

George Seaton

01560 600039

EA Community Worker | jamie.dalgoutte@eas 07770525028
t-ayrshire.gov.uk

Fenwick Voluntary Irene Wilson 07880 981585

Transport

Fenwick Farmers Martha Speirs 01563 524466

Community Council

Irene Wilson

01560 600771

Waterside& Moscow Andrew Welsh 07738734517
Com. Ass
Fenwick Taekwondo Gavin Butler 07779013971

Club

MP Lillian Jones lillian.jones.mp@parliament.
uk
MSP Willie Coffey 01563 537300
District Councillors John McFadzean 01560 600150
Ellen Freel 01563 576043
Stephen Canning 07717440992
John McGhee 01563 576057
E. Ayrshire Council 01563 554400
Police 101

Fulton Hall Contact

Tam Jamieson

johnfultonhallfenwick@gmail

com

Fenwick Pharmacy

Ash Ahmed

01560 600639

Fenwick Tennis Club

Angus Rodger

01560 600592










